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From The Principal's Desk
A MESSAGE FROM ALI
Hello families and welcome back to our final term for 2021. While the
weather may not have been exactly Spring-like for much of the holiday
break, I hope that you found opportunities to get out into the sunshine that
we did have, and enjoy time with family and friends. The weather continues
to surprise this week, with shorts and T-shirts on Monday and back to
jackets and long pants today!
Now that we are into the final term we are focused not only on finishing the
year well, but also busily getting ready for the 2022 school year.
Preparations are well underway in the formulation of next year’s timetable
based on the selections that students have made during the subject
counselling process. There will be some students for whom re-counselling
will need to take place, either due to very low numbers choosing particular
subject options meaning a class will not run, or if students have not met the
required standard in current curriculum areas. If a student requires recounselling, parents contact will take place, and should a student not be
performing at the necessary standard, sub-school leaders will engage
parents in conversations around an appropriate course of action.
Transition visits for our new Reception and Year 8 students for 2022 will
occur across the coming term, and for our current Year 5 and 9 students,
transition activities will take place toward the end of the term. Keep an eye
out in the newsletter for these activities.

'Every
Expert
was once a
Beginner!'

Thank you to the families who supported our Fundraising efforts by
purchasing socks in recent weeks. We expect socks to be with us early next
week and look forward to seeing some great ankles next Friday as we
celebrate the end of formal lessons for our Year 12s with Crazy Sock Day!
Your purchases have added $923.89 profit toward our canteen
refurbishment project – thanks again for your support.
As we approach the end of our three year Site Improvement Plan, we are
undertaking the review and evaluation part of the improvement cycle and
beginning to develop our next three year iteration. Our work to develop
fluent reading skills in our early years learners through Read Write Inc, and
provide effective strategies to enable our adolescent learners to deeply
engage with and comprehend a range of texts through Reading
Comprehension intervention in the Middle School, has proven beneficial,
and we have seen huge growth in reading and comprehension as a result of
our work. With established practices embedded, we will continue with this
work, but will now build on our success and determine new goals and
targets for our improvement work.
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From The Principal's Desk
A MESSAGE FROM ALI
At MDS we have a BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) program for all students in Years 6 through to 12. We have found that
personal ownership of a device has a huge impact on the effective and efficient use of laptops as a learning tool and
reduces the likelihood of work being ‘lost’ in the transfer from school to home. After an internal review, we are opting to
outsource procurement of devices from 2022 onward and have entered into an agreement with Learning with
Technologies to be our provider. Parents will be able to order devices through a portal on the school website, and either
pay outright or enter into an interest free 24 month payment plan to purchase a device. Having greater purchasing
power, LwT will be able to deliver devices more quickly and will provide the same warranty as our previous digital
device program. Aaron will still be available to support our students with laptop issues, and LwT will liaise with
manufacturers to ensure that any issues are dealt with promptly.We are confident that the service offered will more
than meet the needs of our students and families. Parents of current Year 5 students entering the Middle School, and
prospective students for 2022 in either Middle or Senior years will receive a letter outlining the program in more detail.
For any families who are considering an upgrade for their child/ren, please have a look at the school website using this
link https://www.minlatonds.sa.edu.au/studentdeviceprogram - you will find everything you need to make your
decision and place your order. If you have any specific questions, please direct them to Aaron, Zoe or myself.
In the latter part of Term 3 Minlaton District School participated in an external review. We have received our Review
document, which outlines our future directions, and once ratified by the Governing Council the full report will be
available for all parents to read on the school website. I have included the detail from the final page of the Review here
for your perusal and congratulate our staff, students and school community on the outcome which reflects so well on
our combined efforts. I look forward to engaging with all members of our school community to implement the
directions put forward.
Outcomes of the External School Review 2021 Minlaton District School is a responsive learning community with a high
degree of professionalism. A shared sense of ownership towards ensuring every young person is supported in their
learning is highly evident. The school is to be commended on the sound processes they have established to ensure the
school is on a continuous cycle of improvement, underpinned with effective conditions for learning. Educators are
committed to using a range of high impact strategies and evidence-based programs to maximise engagement,
wellbeing, and achievement. The school vision of ‘By Deeds Not Words’ was evident in the actions of staff and students.
The Principal will work with the Education Director to implement the following directions:
Direction 1 - Engage students and families in collaborative analysis of data sets further ensuring they can effectively
engage in and contribute to whole school planning and improvement.
Direction 2 Further enable students to become powerful partners in learning through supporting them to set goals
based on the collaborative analysis of their own data.
Direction 3 - Further develop teaching expertise using critical and constructive feedback from peer observations,
with a mutually agreed targeted area of focus.
At our next Governing Council meeting on October 26th we will ratify the Materials and Services Charges for the 2022
school year. You will find the watermarked documents at the end of this newsletter. Should you have any comments
about the M&S charges, you are more than welcome to attend the meeting, or can relay your feedback via myself, or
any member of the Governing Council. Our meeting commences at 7.30 and in the staff room.
The time will fly this term, there is much to do, and much to look forward to, but the end will be here before we know it!
Have a lovely weekend.

Ali
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Primary School News
Musical
The ‘Pirates of the Curry Bean’ will be performed on Thursday the 18th of November at 7:00pm in the gym.
The R-5 students have been learning the songs and working through the script for some time and are keen
to present the performance. Notes for costumes all went out late last term.
Two Stars and a Wish
Teachers have received most of the Two Stars and a Wish forms back from parents. We hope all parents and
caregivers enjoyed reading about your children’s strengths and directions for future learning. There are a
few forms that still need to be returned. They are placed in the children’s Learning Journey folders and add
to the overall picture of their educational development for 2021.

Reading Challenge
This term we are setting a reading challenge for each class.
There will be awards for achievements!!
Our aim is to encourage reading fluency.
Reading fluently includes decoding words easily, reading with expression and at a good pace.
Each child who would like to accept the challenge will need to practice a passage of text and then read
aloud to a staff member for 2 minutes. They will then need to do this for a total of four times to receive an
award in recognition of Fluent Reading!
R-1 Classes - Read a current Read Write Inc book
Yr 2 Class - Read a levelled reader from the classroom
Yr 3/4 Class - Read a levelled reader from the classroom or a Guided Reading book
Yr 4 Class - Read from a book of their choice at their level or from a Guided Reading book
Yr 4/5 Class - Read a poem of their choice at their level or from a Guided Reading book
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Senior School News
Welcome back to Term 4. I trust that everyone (parents, students and staff) are feeling refreshed and ready
to tackle the action packed last term of the year.
Final Dates for Year 12 students
Last day to submit any school assessed work is 22nd October (Friday Week 2, Term 4). Most subjects will be
finished school assessed work by then anyway, but any work still to be completed must be submitted by
that time.
The last official day of school for Year 12 Students this year is Friday the 22nd of October. Before school that
morning there will be a student and staff BBQ breakfast to celebrate the end of 13 years of schooling and the
transition into the next phase of their lives. This will begin at approximately 8 am. Upon completion of the
breakfast the Year 12s will move to their Care Group. In the first lesson of the day there will be a short
assembly for the school to acknowledge the day for the Year 12s, upon completion of this assembly, students
will return to their Care Group to meet with myself to finalise their clearance and exit procedures,
participate in a range of final school activities and be dismissed by lunch time. Students are to note that
there is NO “Muck Up Day” tradition at MDS(Year 12s have already been spoken to about this). Student
clearances and predicted destination data collection must have been completed prior to this date. Year 12
exams run between Monday 1st November and Thursday 11th November.
Year 12 students are required to attend Presentation night.
Information around end of year arrangements has been sent home via a letter/email this week.
Some dates for Year 10 & 11 students to be aware of for the remainder of the term:
12th November: Last day to finalise and submit Work Experience forms
23rd November: Final day to submit Year 10 & 11 work.
24th & 25th November: Senior School Transition (details TBC)
30th November - 11th December: Work Experience (details below)
It is timely to remind Year 10 & 11 students and parents that the successful completion of subjects currently
being studied provides a solid foundation for future learning. Therefore, should a student not satisfactorily
complete their course requirements in any senior subject, they will be ineligible for work experience and
must attend school during the final two weeks of Term 4 when they will be provided with the opportunity to
successfully complete these subjects in order to move into the next year level. Should a student be
unsuccessful when provided this opportunity, then their promotion to the next year level will be closely
reviewed.
Term 4 Work Experience
End of year work experience for Year 10 and 11 students will be in the last 2 weeks of the year: 29th
November to 3rd December and 6th December to 10th December. All Year 10 and 11 students must
complete at least one week of work placement during this period, however due to the missed opportunity
mid-year all are welcome to complete 2 weeks. Year 9 students who are over the age of 15 may also wish to
undertake work experience in the second week. All relevant forms must be completed and returned to me
no later than Friday 12th November.
Students are encouraged to get in early and find a placement (either locally or further afield) in an area of
interest. Leaving it until the last minute often means students are left with few viable choices. Accessing
work experience is a student driven process; this requires students to take the initiative by making phone
calls and following things up, not parents. Work Experience forms are available upon request.
Once again if you have any questions about Senior School related matters, don’t hesitate to call me here at
school or send an email to: glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au
Glen White
Senior School Coordinator

MDS NEWSLETTER 16| PAGE 6

Middle School News
Welcome back to Term 4, which looks set to be another exciting term. On the final day of Term 3, we held a
short assembly to recognise some outstanding student achievements. Our $20 Boss Personal Interest class
were acknowledged for their fantastic efforts in raising $2,241.55 for a variety of charities. Developed by the
Foundation for Young Australians and National Australia Bank, $20 Boss is a school challenge, which provides
students with $20 of start-up money to create their own business. At the end of the program, students are
encouraged to pay back the start-up money, with a $1 legacy payment. Money raised is donated to various
charities. Working in groups, students created a real-world business whilst developing important transferable
skills such as:
·Innovation, creative thinking and experimentation
·Financial and business literacy
·Collaboration, communication and teamwork
·Project management
·Critical thinking and information analysis
Thanks to all who supported our students with their fundraising efforts by supporting their businesses. The
final fundraising tallies and nominated charities are listed below:

At the assembly we also presented the Term 3 Middle School Incentive Scheme winners. The program exists to
reward students who strive to develop and improve their academic and school community output, endeavour
to reach learning goals, develop initiative and exhibit good study habits. Students are allocated points by
teachers based on the above criteria.

MDS NEWSLETTER 16| PAGE 7

The top three point scorers from each class and a student showing significant improvement over the term
were rewarded with a canteen voucher for their efforts. Congratulations to Matilda Cook, Maggie Walsh, Anais
Glazbrook, Levi Digby, Eleanor Brown, James Cook, Addison Sandercock, Axyl Williams, Layla Walsh, Lucy
Mahar, Joe Rothe and Nasrin Hickman for their awards.
Middle School camp forms have been sent home this week with costings involved. We had excellent initial
interest in the camp, so the forms and payment will now confirm student involvement. Please return the
forms to Zoe in the finance office with payment by Friday 19th November. Payment plans can also be arranged
with Zoe in the finance office.

Please get in contact with us if you have any questions/concerns/issues with anything throughout the year.
Our email addresses are Josh.Coombe430@schools.sa.edu.au and Craig.Fitzgerald239@schools.sa.edu.au
Josh Coombe and Craig Fitzgerald
Middle School Coordinators

Sport News
SAPSASA GOLF 2021
Last term Noah McDonnell represented SYP at the SAPSASA State Primary Golf Championships in Adelaide.
Noah was selected to compete in this event based on his round at the District Qualifying event at Maitland
earlier in the term.
On the Executive par-50 course at Adelaide Shores Golf Park at West Beach, Noah scrambled his way to a 91
on Day 1. Tree trouble was the theme of the day unfortunately. However, Noah improved his score by ten
strokes on the second day, registering 81 off the stick to finish in equal 11th position for the day. Well done
Noah on your efforts!

Josh Coombe
MDS SAPSASA coordinator
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Sport News
SAPSASA ATHLETICS
Week 9 last term, nine MDS students represented SYP in the 2021 SAPSASA Athletics State Carnival at
SANTOS stadium in Adelaide. Shanaid Sansbury, Darcy Walsh, Alexander Redding, Maggie Walsh, Brigette
Redding, Hamish Coombe, Matilda Cook, Thomas Phillips and Gabrielle Hickman earnt the right to compete
after their performances at the SYP Interschool Sports Day earlier in the year.
It was a fantastic experience for all of our students against some red-hot competitors from all over the state
and on first-class facilities. Official results can be found on the School Sport SA website. The results for our
competitors are below:
·Maggie Walsh – 5th in 11 yo discus (16.52m)
·Hamish Coombe – 6th in 11 yo long jump (3.57m)
·Hamish Coombe – 12th in 11 yo 800m (2:54)
·Matilda Cook – 13th in 12 yo shot put (6.41m)
·Gabrielle Hickman – 13th in 13yo 100m (15:14) and competed in 200m but didn’t make final
·Alexander Redding – 20th in 10 yo long jump (2.99m)
·Darcy Walsh – 26th in 10 yo 100m (17:25)
·Hamish Coombe – No height recorded in 11 yo high jump
·Thomas Phillips – No height recorded in 13 yo high jump
·Darcy Walsh and Alexander Redding – 10 yo boys 4 x 100m relay that finished 9th
·Maggie Walsh – member of 11 yo girls 4 x 100m relay team that finished 9th
·Gabrielle Hickman – member of 13 yo girls 4 x 100m relay team that finished 10th
·Thomas Phillips – member of 13 yo boys 4 x 100m relay team that finished 10th
·Shanaid Sansbury – member of 10 yo girls 4 x 100m relay team that finished 11th
·Hamish Coombe – member of 11 yo boys 4 x 100m relay team that finished 12th
·Brigette Redding – member of 12 yo girls 4 x 100m relay team that finished 14th
For the record, the Southern Yorke Peninsula team finished in 14th place out of 22 country regions.
Josh Coombe
MDS SAPSASA coordinator
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2021 YP Futsal Premiers
Congratulations to the MDS Futsal team for winning the 2021 YP Senior Men’s Futsal competition. The team
members included Mr Buckley, Mr Cameron, Harry Wilson, Josh Wilson, Lachlan Coombe, Mavrik HarperZerna, Rory Hackett, Saxon Underwood and Fred Wilson. After losing their first game of the season to
eventual grand finalists Warooka, the team found their stride and played to their strengths of counter
attacking with fast running and quick ball movement. The boys easily held their own against stronger more
experienced competitors throughout the season. In the first semi-final the boys won a close game 3-2 over
Ardrossan Anglers. The grand final was played against the Warooka White Pointers. The boys were down for
a majority of the game but came back late to draw the game 2-2 after the first 40 minutes, sending the
game into extra time. After the break the MDS team looked fresher than their opponents and put three
quick goals past the keeper, making the score 5-2. Warooka kept coming at MDS, but the boys knuckled
down in defence not letting Warooka get back in the game. The final score was 5-2. A great team effort!
MDS will be fielding a senior men’s team next year.
If you are interested in playing next year, please contact Mr Buckley at MDS.
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A note from the Business Manager, Zoe
The Christmas Edition Book Club will arrive soon and be handed out to students.
Please note this is the final one for the year at MDS.
If you are ordering Christmas Presents please see attached on how to make your order a secret and I will
hold it here for collection.
All finances need to be up to date by end of Term 4 (not the end of year).
Please contact me and make a time to speak with me if you have any concerns regarding your debt with
Minlaton District School.
You still have time to submit School card applications if you haven’t already done so, please ensure this is
completed before November.
www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme
I’m going to place the 2022 jackets order in as earlier as I can next year.
Please email me if you would like to order your child’s jacket for winter 2022.
Payment is not required until collection, usually around $65, depending on the orders I receive.
I now have some jackets to try on, so we can get the size correct this time round, so please feel free to send
your children in and then I can add their order to my list.
Term 4 means hats are to be worn when outside. If you need a new one, please order on the QKR! app and
remember to select your house colour Yorke, Spencer or Vincent when purchasing. If you’re not sure on size
that is fine, order whichever size you think then send your child in and I can help them choose the best size.
Feel free to come and see me if you’d prefer to purchase face to face. They are $15.50 each.
Following on from Ali’s comments regarding the new Student Device Program Portal, I’m extremely excited
by this and I’m completely confident in Learning with Technologies delivering the service our families need.
They have different payment options, including interest free terms, a range of devices to choose from and
you can also purchase a range of accessories whilst you’re in the portal. They have a warehouse full of
devices. With some of the device options, you could have it in your hand within 3-5 days, AMAZING! I have
questioned them a lot on the payment options and feel comfortable you will be able to find one suitable to
meet your needs, any questions please call them on 1300 839 605.
The new Canteen Menu is out!
Please check the QKR! App for weekly specials.
We are always seeking Volunteers to help out in the canteen. Now that the canteen is only open Wed-Friday,
it is very busy and Terri is run off her feet. So please contact Terri if you can help out
terri.thiel618@schools.sa.edu.au
I also want to thank the students who have been volunteering their time during recess & lunch on Mondays
& Tuesdays, both staff & other students truly appreciate it. You are helping to keep the canteen going and
providing everyone the option to buy something if they didn’t bring enough food. Now that the warmer
weather is ahead, I’m sure the ice creams will be selling fast, so keep up the good work. You are all amazing!
THANK YOU!
Happy Term 4 Everyone
Zoe

MDS NEWSLETTER 16| PAGE 11

SCHOOL FUN RUN
The 3 dates to remember are:
Event Date - Thursday December 9th, last Thursday of Term 4.
Money Due Back and online prize ordering unlocks - Monday November 8th
Online prize ordering closes - Monday November 15th
This year we will be raising funds to Refurbish the Canteen, this will mean Terri will be able to have food
out faster, keep your orders hot and possibly the menu might grow larger. So let's have some fun and
raise as much funds as we can!
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Minlaton District School - 0781
Notice of Materials and Services Charges for 2022
Notice of Charges for Reception - Year 6
COST ($)

HEADING

ITEMS AND SERVICES

Printed and electronic materials
related to the educational program
and which are provided for the
student

Workbooks
Text Book Hire / E-Book Access
Photocopied Material
SUBTOTAL (ZPREM )

$0.00
$0.00
$56.00
$56.00

Stationery items that are provided
for the student

Stationery Items
Other [please Specify]
Other [please Specify]
SUBTOTAL (ZSTAT)

$35.00
$0.00
$0.00
$35.00

Materials and Services that are
provided by the school for the
student to consume or use the
materials or take ownership of a
finished article produced by the
student with the materials

Access to Student Information
Technology
Access to Machinery
Access to Equipment
Curriculum/Subject Supplies and
Services
Other [please Specify]
Other [please Specify]
SUBTOTAL (ZACMS)

$46.00
$0.00
$31.00
$61.00
$0.00
$0.00
$138.00

Materials for inclusion in the school Library resources including access
library and to enable use by the
to borrowing library resources
student
SUBTOTAL (ZACLI)
Total Materials and Services Charge (excluding Subject Charges)

$24.00
$24.00
$253.00

These subject charges are in addition to the Materials and Services Charge above for
those students undertaking the following subjects.
Subject Description

Cost ($)
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Minlaton District School - 0781
Notice of Materials and Services Charges for 2022
Notice of Charges for Years 7 - 12
COST ($)

HEADING

ITEMS AND SERVICES

Printed and electronic materials
related to the educational program
and which are provided for the
student

Workbooks
Text Book Hire / E-Book Access
Photocopied Material
SUBTOTAL (ZPREM )

Stationery items that are provided
for the student

Stationery Items
Other [please Specify]
Other [please Specify]
SUBTOTAL (ZSTAT)

$21.00
$0.00
$0.00
$21.00

Materials and Services that are
provided by the school for the
student to consume or use the
materials or take ownership of a
finished article produced by the
student with the materials

Access to Student Information
Technology
Access to Machinery
Access to Equipment
Curriculum/Subject Supplies and
Services
Other [please Specify]
Other [please Specify]
SUBTOTAL (ZACMS)

$73.00

$66.00
$48.00
$0.00
$114.00

$0.00
$51.00
$50.00
$0.00
$0.00
$174.00

Materials for inclusion in the school Library resources including access
library and to enable use by the
to borrowing library resources
student
SUBTOTAL (ZACLI)
Total Materials and Services Charge (excluding Subject Charges)

$25.00
$25.00
$334.00

These subject charges are in addition to the Materials and Services Charge above for
those students undertaking the following subjects.
Subject Description

Cost ($)
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

